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An Interrelationship among Parents, 
Home Education and English Language:
From the Perspective of Parentocracy
Mayumi YAMAMURA
Abstract
 Inequality in English education, disparity in educational background brought 
about by acquisition of English language and parental pressure (especially from 
mother) for acquiring English language in the era of globalization can be given as 
social issues precipitated by the current English education system. The objective of 
this paper is to reduce parents’ burden in education and contribute to the resolution 
of the disparity through extraction of core issues brought forward by parents with 
keen ambition to climb the social ladder and reproduce the hierarchical structure in 
society in the context of English language education. The discussing points are 
follows: (1) Studying the social movement which transitioned from meritocracy to 
parentocracy and then to hyper-meritocracy. (2) Investigating the social purpose 
and significance of academic achievements within the domain of home education 
from the perspective of the economy and industries that demand English as well as 
theories on competent human resources. (3) Considering the significance of 
English language in Japan and its rationale in connection with the idea of power 
and cultural capital incidental to English by tracing the history of English language 
education.
